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Judge Hedge Reports on E-Filing Upgrade in Superior Court
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The Superior Court of the District of Columbia has completed the implementation of an integrated case management system, CourtView, among its various divisions and courts.

The system creates an e-court where dockets and documents are stored electronically. E-filing is an essential component of this system.

Judge Brook Hedge led a discussion of these changes and what lawyers need to know about them at a meeting on April 19 at the Superior Court sponsored by the D.C. Bar Courts, Lawyers and the Administration of Justice Section and cosponsored by the Criminal Law and Individual Rights, District of Columbia Affairs, and Litigation sections. Michael Zoeller of Baach Robinson & Lewis PLLC moderated the event. Judge Hedge, who chairs the court’s Technology and Automation Committee and cochairs the Integrated Justice Information 

System’s Management Implementation Committee, explained the transformation, beginning with the Family Court Act of 2001, which called for improved data and document exchange within the court and among agencies. The process was extended to other areas of the court, and involved the elimination of some 20 systems in all and the integration of data into the new combined system. In January the Criminal Division completed its transition, finishing the court’s integration process.

Currently, only Civil I cases are subject to e-filing, though the court is working to expand e-filing throughout the Civil Division and to all other divisions.


	Among the innovations offered by the software change, case management is now performed through the CourtView program, which makes the electronic docket and documents the “case file” and official court record. Documents may be added to a case file either by scanning them into CourtView or by e-filing them directly into the system. The e-filing system is web based and requires no special software for the e-filer.

In the coming months the court will hold training sessions for attorneys on e-filing and how to use it. As the program is phased in for the entire court, participation in e-filing will 
begin on a voluntary basis, but will eventually become mandatory for all filings in the court.

To learn more about e-filing in D.C. Superior Court, contact efile@dcsc.gov or visit www.dccourts.gov/efiling. —J.R.



